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Whatis South Australia’s First
Nations Voice to Parliament?

Whatis the South Australian
First Nations Voice to
Parliament Election?




The South Australian First Nations Voice to
Parliament and the Federal Referendum:
Whatis the difference?

The Federal Referendum and the
South Australian First Nations Voice to
Parliament are 2 separate but related
initiatives. Both are based on the
recommendations of the Uluru
Statement from the Heart, which

was the outcome of a national °®

Indigenous constitutional
convention heldin2017.

The 2 initiatives share a
common goal of promoting
greater Aboriginaland Torres
StraitIslanderrepresentation
and self-determinationin
decision-making and the
development of laws,
policies,and programs.

The key differenceis the
federalreferendum sought
to establishavoicetothe
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Federalreferendum
forall Australians to
vote on constitutional
change.

Formoreinformationabout the
Federal Referendumvisit voice.niaa.gov.au

Nominating and votinginthe SAFirst Nations Voice
to Parliament Electionis opento all eligible South
Australian Aboriginaland Torres Strait Islanders.
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Nominate as acandidate
torepresentyour
community. Nominations
are open from 22 January
to12February 2024.
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The South Australian First Nations
Voice to Parliament

The South Australian First Nations Voice to Parliament will be made up of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, who are elected by the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people of South
Australia torepresent theircommunities
and provide advice onlaws, policies, and
programs through direct communication
with key decision-makers.

Formoreinformationon
the SA Voice to Parliament
Electionscanthe
QRcodebelow orvisit

savoiceelection.sa.gov.au
This will enable more informed andinclusive &
decision-making about the issues that matter oo
most to South Australian Aboriginaland Torres Ess;;’:@
Strait Islanders and their communities. ;J,:_:i.;_;ﬂ' 37
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The SAVoice to Parliament Election will be
held on Saturday, 16 March 2024.

The Federal Voice Referendum

The Federal Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice to Parliament refers to
the proposal fora constitutionally enshrined advisory body (Voice) to the
Federal Parliament.

Formore informationon

i
the Federal Aboriginal and E ?"Eﬂ
Torres StraitIslander Voice 1‘# _,_HE_",;

scanthe QR code below ""Eu-gg;kg

orvisitvoice.niaa.gov.au e

On14 October, the majority
of the Australian population
voted not to enshrine a First
Nations Voiceinthe Australian
Constitution.

B Theresult of the Federal Referendum does not affect the
establishment of the SA Voice to Parliament or the SA Voice
to Parliament Election being held in March 2024.

Votingin the South
Australian First
Nations Voice to
Parliament Election

Votinginthe
Federal Voice
Referendum

Whenisit? The South Australian First The Federalreferendumwas
Nations Voice to Parliament heldon14 October2023.
Electionwillbe held on
Saturday, 16 March 2024.
Voting Eligible South Australian All Australian citizens aged
eligibility Aboriginaland Torres Strait over 18 were able tovotein
Islanders will vote to choose the Federal Referendum.
whowillrepresent theirregion
onthe SAFirst Nations Voice
to Parliament.
Only eligible Aboriginal
andTorres Strait Islanders
enrolledin South Australia
canvoteandnominateasa
candidateinthe election.
How to vote The ballot paperwillhave The ballot paperyou
the names of candidates completed had aquestionon
running forelection. the proposed alteration to the
Australian Constitution, to
Voters willnumber whichyouwrote YES orNOin
candidatesin the order of the box onyour ballot paper.
theirpreference.
Is voting Votinginthe SAFirst Nations Votinginthe referendumwas

compulsory?

Voice to Parliament Election
isnotcompulsory.

compulsory forall Australians
overl18.




6 REGIONS

Eachregionhas
itsown Local Voice

Local Voicerepresentatives
are elected by the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
communitiesintheregion

Representatives are
genderdiverse

South Australia’s First Nations Voice will have 2 levels:

2]

They willwork together but will have different roles and responsibilities.
There are 6 regions across the state each withits own Local Voice.

ELECTION DAY

Saturday,
16 March 2024

Aboriginaland Torres Strait

Islanders enrolledin South

Australiavote to elect their

Local Voicerepresentatives

Torunasacandidateandto
vote youmustbeenrolledon
the electoralrolland be of
Aboriginaland Torres Strait
Islanderbackground

REPRESENTATIVES FOR
6LOCALVOICESELECTED
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Role of the
Local Voice:

Engage withthe
community on
localissues

Engage with
government and
organisations at
alocallevel

Share their
community’s
views with the
State Voice

Formore information on the SAFirst Nations
Voice and how it works, scan the QR code or
visitwww.agd.sa.gov.au/first-nations-voice

STATEVOICE s

12members

Representatives are
chosenby the Local
First Nations Voice

Representatives are
genderdiverse >

Engage with
SA Parliament

Engage with
Ministers

Engage with
Government



1 Local First Nations Voice

There are 6 regions across South
Australia, with an elected body for
eachof the 6 regions.

Of the 6 regions:
® 5Swillhave 7 elected members.

® One(theCentralLocal First
Nations Voice region) will have
1 elected members, asithasa
higher population of Aboriginal

andTorres StraitIslander people.

The electionforthe Local First
Nations Voice representatives will
beheldon16March2024.

Allelected members willbe
Aboriginaland Torres Strait Islander
people. They willbe elected by the
Aboriginaland Torres Strait Islanders
wholiveintheregion.

Roles and responsibilities

The Local First Nations Voice
bodies will:

® talktoandlistentolocal
Aboriginaland Torres Strait
Islander people aboutissues
that matterto them

® engagewithgovernmentor
otherorganisationsinthelocal
area, includinglocal councils

® sharetheircommunity’s views
withthe State First Nations
Voice.

EachLocal First Nations Voice will
choose 2joint presiding members.
They will chairlocal meetings and be
theirregion’srepresentativesonthe
State First Nations Voice.

What are the regions?

Regional boundaries have been determined following engagement with
community and advice from community leaders and experts.

Region1 Region 2
Central FarNorth
Region 4

Flindersand  Riverlandand
UpperNorth South East

Region5 Region 6
West and Yorke and
West Coast Mid-North

2 State First Nations Voice

The State First Nations Voice will
comprise the 2joint presiding
members of each Local First
Nations Voice.

The State First Nations Voice will
choose 2 members of different

genders tobecome joint presiding
members. These joint presiding
members willlead the State First
Nations Voice by engaging directly
with Parliament on behalf of the
State First Nations Voice.

Roles and responsibilities

The State First Nations Voice will;
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® heartheviews of eachLocalFirst Nations Voice

® formstate-wideviews and positions thatrepresent the diversity
of Aboriginaland Torres Strait Islander people in South Australia

® presentthoseviewstothe South Australian Parliament, ministers,

and government chief executives.



The South Australian First
Nations Voice to Parliament:

- _ To enrol, checkyour
Only Aboriginal and Torres Strait enrolment or to update

Islanders onthe So.u.th Australlarm your details, scan the
electoralroll are eligible tonominate QRcode orheadto

tobe acandidate andtovote. savoiceelection.sa.gov.au

Tovote, and to stand as a candidate, you [®] 535w

must be enrolled onthe electoralroll. }%ﬂ
P

h
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Youmust enrol orupdate yourenrolment
details before 12 February 2024.

Representatives will be elected by the

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Scanthe QRcodeto
people enrolled withineach Local First find out more about
Nations Voice region. nominating foryourLocal

First Nations Voice orvisit

Any Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander savoiceelection.sa.gov.au

personcannominate tostandasa

candidate fortheirLocal First Nations E?ﬁ'@
Voice aslong as they meet the relevant ;?ﬁ}ﬁ?&‘l_
eligibility criteria. ARy Py

SR O

Nominations openon 22 January and
closeat5pmoni2 February 2024.

If youwould like furtherinformation on the nomination process,
email ecsa.nominations@sa.gov.au.

The South Australian First Nations Voice to Parliament
Electionwillbe held on Saturday, 16 March 2024.

Only Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders on the
South Australian electoral roll canvote.

There will be polling booths across the state where eligible
electors canvoteinperson. Locations will be publicised
closerto polling day at savoiceelection.sa.gov.au.

Can’tvote on Polling Day?

If you are unable to attend a pollingbooth on polling day,
there are other options to make sure you can cast yourvote.

Early voting: Monday, 4 March to Friday, 15 March 2024 - Early voting
centres will be established during the 2 weeks before polling day across
the state. Eligible electors who cannot attend a pollingbooth on election
day may cast theirvote at an early voting centre. Locations will be
published at savoiceelection.sa.gov.au.

Postal voting - If you are unable to attend a polling booth or early voting
centre, postal vote applications willbe available from 29 January at
selectedlocations across the state orcanbe downloaded from
savoiceelection. sa.gov.au orby calling 1300 655 232.

Complete the applicationandreturnit to

ECSAtoreceive yourpostal voting pack. Formoreinformation

Postal voting packs containing your ballot aboutvoting, scanthe
papers will be sent out via post the week of G?Rcodegrheadto
Monday, 4 March 2024 savoiceelection.sa.gov.au

Mobile polling - Mobile polling will be [0 e [m]
_ , _ a0
conductedinregionalandremote locations ;:_%E., 3
across South Australia between Monday, [m] etz
4 March and Saturday, 16 March 2024.

Mobile polling locations and times will be
advised closerto the election date at savoiceelection.sa.gov.au.



The South Australian First
Nations Voice to Parliament:

What you need to know

Electionresults Key dates

The counting of votes forthe South Enrol to vote:

Australian First Nations Voice to By Monday, 12 February 2024
Parliament will begin Monday, 25

March 2024, to ensure that all postal Nominate:

votesarrive tobeincludedinthe count. BetweenMonday, 22 January
Results may notbe knownforseveral andMonday, 12 February 2024

days afterthe count commences.
Postal vote applications open:
Monday, 29 January 2024
What happens next?

Postal votes arrive:

Afterthe election, successful From Monday, 4 March 2024

candidates will be contacted by

the. South Austr.alian FirstNatiorlws Early voting:

Vom;e Secr.etarla.t. EachlLocalFirst Monday, 4 March to Friday,
Nations Voice willmeet to elect 15March 2024

2 representatives as theirjoint

presidingmembers. Election day:

These presidingmembers will Saturday, 16 March2024

representtheirregiononthe

State First Nations Voice. Election count begins:

Monday, 25 March 2024
The 2026 South Australian First
Nations Voice Parliament Election Results declared:
willbe held to coincide with From Monday, 25 March 2024
the 2026 South Australian
State Election, and the

electedtermwillbe 4years Formoreinformation onthe South E?;E‘:;:E
fromthe 2026 election. Australian First Nations Voice to Parliament i;:{.‘a‘.::
~1

andthe2024electionscanthe QRcode  f.Es i Beg
orheadto savoiceelection.sa.gov.au | 5



Electoral
Commission

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

ELECTORAL COMMISSION
SOUTHAUSTRALIA

Level 6,60 Light Square
Adelaide SA5000
GPOBox 646

Adelaide SA5001

Formore information:
savoiceelection.sa.gov.au
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